
The Fascist Judicial Coup Against the CHP

In numerous countries, we are witnessing the erosion of bourgeois 
state orders, the shattering of illusions about “elections and parlia-
ment,” political decay, and the loss of parliamentary functionality. 
Likewise, the lie of the “separation of powers” and the “indepen-
dent judiciary” is becoming increasingly apparent. In Turkey, the 
latest state attack on the bourgeois opposition of the CHP is not a 
simple “court decision,” but an organized and strategic liquidati-



on attack by the bourgeois state 
under the fascist chief Erdoğan, 
who seeks to permanently con-
solidate his regime.
A court in Ankara has ruled to 
annul the 38th regular party 
congress of the CHP, whi-
ch took place in 2023. On the 
grounds of “influencing de-
legates,” the judiciary decla-
red the entire party congress 
“completely null and void,” 
thereby removing the party le-
adership elected at that time, 
led by current CHP Chairman 
Özgür Özel. Subsequently, the 
police attacked those waiting in 
front of and inside the CHP he-
adquarters with pepper spray 
and plastic bullets and stormed 
the building. While Özgür Özel 
and the party members were 
forced to leave the building, 
the CHP headquarters was cle-
ared so that the ousted former 
chairman Kemal Kılıçdaroğlu, 
along with the former executive 
board, could take their former 
positions.
This attack cannot be viewed as 
a mere court decision. The deci-
sion to enforce the “fascist chief-
taincy order” through the judi-
ciary was aimed at taking over 
the legitimate leadership of the 
CHP. It is nothing less than a 

judicial coup, a strategic purge 
by the fascist AKP and MHP al-
liance as it prepares for a new 
election and constitutional pro-
cess. For some time now, fascist 
aggression has been intensif-
ying, as previously manifested 
in the mass arrests of progres-
sive, revolutionary, and socia-
list parties and organizations. It 
was foreseeable that sooner or 
later this would also extend to 
the bourgeois opposition.
Kılıçdaroğlu, who once mar-
ched from Ankara to Istanbul 
chanting “Law, order, justice!”, 
has now found justice in the 
fascist injustice of the AKP-M-
HP government. These planned 
and dirty attacks by the AKP 
and MHP government, in col-
laboration with the state burea-
ucracy, have a long history. In-
valid ballots are accepted, local 
elections are annulled and re-
peated, the credentials of rival 
mayors are revoked, and they 
are removed from office and ar-
rested. Dozens of CHP mayors 
and staff are subjected to raids, 
put under massive pressure, 
blackmailed, or bribed to defect 
to the AKP. It is no coincidence 
that the “nullity ruling” comes 
during a long holiday period 
and coincides with Erdoğan’s 



diplomatic talks with imperia-
list partners.
The decision of “absolute nul-
lity” not only exposed the farce 
of bourgeois democratic elec-
tions but also sealed the extre-
me arbitrariness of the fascist 
regime. Following the defeat in 
the local elections of March 31, 
2024, the AKP and MHP used 
the negotiation process with 
PKK founder Abdullah Öcalan, 
initiated with the states strate-
gic goals of a “terror-free Tur-
key” and a “terror-free region”, 
as an opportunity to launch at-
tacks against the CHP and its 
local administrations. The state 
stoked democratic expectati-
ons with this process, but at the 

same time delayed it in order to 
paralyze the forces of resistan-
ce. The process is being used 
as a threat, particularly against 
the rapprochement between the 
DEM Party and the CHP.
For over a decade, the Erdoğan 
regime has pursued a policy 
directed against all social dyna-
mics of the oppressed, with the 
aim of securing the interests of 
the bourgeoisie and stabilizing 
the rule of the fascist leader-
ship apparatus. Following its 
first electoral defeat in 2015, the 
Gezi uprising, and the Kobanê 
resistance, the regime attemp-
ted to suppress the popular 
movement. Bombings at rallies 
in Amed, during the socialist 



youth protest in Suruç, in An-
tep, Istanbul, Ankara, and at 
the peace rally demonstrate the 
kind of regime the ruling forces 
were striving to establish.
Kemal Kılıçdaroğlu ran against 
Erdoğan in the 2023 presiden-
tial election. However, during 
his thirteen-year tenure, he lost 
every election, effectively be-
coming Erdoğan’s preferred 
opponent. He was also a key fi-
gure in the regime’s earlier fas-
cist measures. With his involve-
ment, parliamentary immunity 
was lifted, leading to the arrest 
of the co-chairs and numerous 
members of the HDP. Kurdish 
politicians in particular, but 
also opposition journalists, re-
volutionaries, socialists, and 
other opponents of the regime, 
subsequently came under incre-
ased scrutiny by the state.
Even today, Kılıçdaroğlu sig-
nals a willingness to collabora-
te with the fascist regime. The 
CHP delegation he dispatched 
made the first official visit to 
the ruling party during Eid 
al-Adha, following a three-year 
hiatus in mutual visits. Repre-
sentatives from both sides em-
phasized “unity,” “brotherho-
od,” and “cooperation.” During 
the AKP’s return visit to CHP 

headquarters, it was also stated 
that they could “come together 
at the same table at any time 
for the good of the country.” It 
is clear that Kılıçdaroğlu is wil-
ling to be a collaborator of the 
fascist regime.
As expected, following the an-
nouncement of the decision, 
parties, organizations, unions, 
institutions, and bodies across 
a broad political spectrum is-
sued statements one after ano-
ther, describing the decision as 
unacceptable. A portion of the 
CHP’s supporters gathered in 
front of party buildings, pri-
marily in front of the headqu-
arters in Ankara, chanting slo-
gans in support of the current 
leadership under Özgür Özel. 
Nevertheless, the CHP leader-
ship’s response remained limi-
ted. Instead of mobilizing the 
masses, occupying the squares, 
and organizing broad political 
resistance against the attack, 
Özgür Özel first limited him-
self to announcing legal steps 
for the time being. The CHP 
merely stated that it had filed 
an appeal against the decision 
with the Supreme Court and 
the High Electoral Council. A 
rally in Izmir was dispersed by 
police using water cannons and 



pepper spray.
As with all current domestic 
political developments, the aim 
is to strengthen the regime’s 
“home front.” Initially, attempts 
were made to sideline the Kur-
dish national democratic move-
ment. At the same time, attacks 
on social movements, particu-
larly on revolutionary forces, 
have intensified. The most sig-
nificant weakness of the current 
phase, however, lies not in the 
regime’s attacks, but in the lack 
of a common program of stru-
ggle among the oppressed. The-
refore, social movements of the 
oppressed must overcome this 
weakness and unite the strugg-
le for justice, equality, freedom, 
peace, and democracy.
A solution cannot be achieved 
by aligning with the interests 

of the bourgeois opposition. 
Instead, a united front of the 
oppressed for freedom must 
be built. The state terror by the 
ruling regime can only be repel-
led through general resistance 
and the united struggle of the 
working class and all the opp-
ressed. The task of the revoluti-
onary movement is to develop 
appropriate forms of struggle, 
slogans, and tactics to steer this 
development in a revolutionary 
direction. The path to this goal 
lies in building a united revo-
lutionary center and a united 
revolutionary leadership. A 
common minimum program 
of struggle is urgently needed. 
With the demands to end poli-
tical repression; the release of 
all political prisoners, particu-
larly Abdullah Öcalan; revoca-
tion of all “nullification” and 
trusteeship decisions; return of 
municipalities to their elected 
representatives; revocation of 
all restrictions on freedom of 
expression, organization, and 
action; recognition of the de-
mocratic rights of the Kurdish 
nation and steps toward a just 
peace; an end to gender, natio-
nal, and class oppression.



On the Integration Process in Rojava

The revolution in Rojava is cur-
rently under massive pressure 
and faces an existential cam-
paign of annihilation. HTS, ba-
cked by the Turkish colonial 
state and U.S. imperialism, is 
attempting to gradually dis-
mantle the revolution’s remai-
ning achievements. In this con-
text, the so-called integration 
process with the Syrian central 
government serves as a political 
lever to strip the Autonomous 
Administration of its actual au-
tonomy. Regardless of how this 
“integration” is officially port-
rayed, recognition of the hege-
mony of the Syrian central state 
inevitably leads to a process of 
dismantling the existing auto-
nomous structures. At the latest 
with the transfer of economic 
resources to the central gover-
nment, autonomy is effectively 
reduced to limited local admi-
nistration.
The integration of the Syrian 
Democratic Forces
This process is particularly evi-
dent in the military sphere. The 
integration of the SDF into the 
Syrian central army is current-
ly being implemented. The ba-

sis for this is the agreement of 
January 29, which was conclu-
ded between the Autonomous 
Administration and the HTS 
government. The provisions 
contained therein stipulate that 
the SDF will be subordinated to 
three brigades of the 60th Divi-
sion and, in Kobanê, to an ad-
ditional brigade of the 72nd Di-
vision. Each brigade comprises 
approximately 1,000 to 1,500 fi-
ghters, meaning that within this 
structure, the SDF will provide 
a total of no more than 4,500 fi-
ghters. The total strength of the 
divisions in question, however, 
is around 10,000 to 15,000 sol-
diers.
Thus, SDF fighters make up 
only about one-third of the new 
military structure; the rest con-



sists of HTS forces and former 
fighters of the Free Syrian Army 
(FSA). Although the command 
structure is formally supposed 
to be composed of equal num-
bers of representatives, an HTS 
commander has nevertheless 
been placed at the head of the 
division. The entire military 
hierarchy is also directly su-
bordinate to the General Staff 
in Damascus. Furthermore, the 
SDF’s heavy and medium wea-
pons have already been handed 
over to the central government. 
It is evident that under these 
conditions, the SDF is neither 
militarily independent nor ca-
pable of guaranteeing Rojava’s 
political autonomy. Rather, 
developments suggest that the 
SDF shall gradually be absor-
bed into the HTS-dominated 
Syrian central army.
What place do women have in 
the “new” Syria?
The situation of the Women’s 
Defense Units (YPJ) is even 
more dire. On April 1, a delega-
tion of YPJ command members 
met with the HTS Minister of 
Defense, who stated unequivo-
cally: “The YPJ has no place in 
the army.” The future of the YPJ 
has thus become a key issue for 

the entire future of Rojava.
Ilham Amed continues to ma-
intain the position that the 
continued existence of the YPJ 
remains non-negotiable. The 
central government is accused 
of failing to bring about real 
change in Syria if women con-
tinue to be systematically disc-
riminated against and equality 
is not enshrined in the consti-
tution. However, it is entirely 
illusory to expect a progressi-
ve response from the jihadist 
HTS, which enjoys the full sup-
port of Turkish colonialism and 
U.S. imperialism, and to hope 
for “democratic change.” The 
HTS considers it sufficient for 
women of the YPJ to join the 
Asayiş (local police forces) only 
“voluntarily”; this emphasis on 
“voluntariness” is in reality a 
rejection of official status.
But it is not only the military wo-
men’s structures that are under 
threat. All the achievements of 
the women’s revolution in Ro-
java are at stake. Rojava’s social 
contract is based on the system 
of co-presidency, equal repre-
sentation, and gender equality 
in all areas, as well as the rejec-
tion of any form of gender opp-
ression. The laws enacted have 



also banned child marriage and 
polygamy and established equ-
al rights in inheritance law.
The political-Islamist HTS has 
set its sights on all these achie-
vements. This is particularly 
evident in the judicial system: 
the Women’s Justice Councils, 
which deal with issues such as 
domestic violence, forced mar-
riages, and gender-based disc-
rimination, are to be replaced 
by religious authorities such as 
“Sharia scholars” or “sheikhs.”
Even though all these attacks on 
the women’s revolution provo-
ke outrage and are rightly re-
garded as absolute red lines, it 
seems unlikely that the HTS will 
agree to any kind of compromi-
se on gender issues. It is here, 
in particular, that the irrecon-
cilable contradictions between 
the central government and the 
Autonomous Administration 
become apparent.
Integration = Assimilation?
Socially and culturally, too, the 
pressure on the peoples of Roja-
va is intensifying. The language 
issue plays a central role in this. 
Although Kurdish was formal-
ly recognized as the “national 
language” by Decree No. 13, it 
was simultaneously included in 

the official curriculum only as 
an elective subject.
The previous model of mot-
her-tongue instruction is thus 
being replaced by one in whi-
ch Kurdish is taught for only 
two hours per week. Until now, 
Arabic and the Syrian dialect 
have been equal languages of 
instruction in Rojava alongside 
Kurdish. By reintroducing Ara-
bic as the dominant and sole 
language of instruction, the 
HTS aims to undo all revoluti-
onary achievements in this area 
as well, using the integration 
process as a pretext.
At the same time, in cities such 
as al-Hasaka and Qamishli, 
Kurdish-Arabic signs on pub-
lic buildings were removed and 
replaced with English-Arabic 
signage. This blatant attempt 
at assimilation was met with 
resistance. In al-Hasaka, young 
people stormed the courthouse, 
removed the sign amid protests, 
and hung the previous Kurdis-
h-Arabic sign in its place. This 
protest spread to other cities as 
well, where the Kurdish people 
insisted on their right to their 
mother tongue.
The Question of Return
The occupation of Afrîn and 



Serêkaniyê by the Turkish colo-
nial state and its armed proxies 
forced tens of thousands of pe-
ople to flee. Ensuring the safe 
return of the refugees was one 
of the main points in the agre-
ements between the Autono-
mous Administration and HTS. 
Although numerous families 
are now returning to their ho-
metowns, they find catastrophic 
conditions there. Many houses 
are destroyed or remain occu-
pied by armed groups. Confis-
cated land and fields have not 
been returned, leaving returne-
es without any economic foun-
dation. At the same time, the 
Arabization of the education 
system makes it considerably 
more difficult for their children 
to attend school.
Not even the pretense of a 
bourgeois democracy
On October 5, 2025, “parliamen-
tary elections” took place in Sy-
ria. The number of parliamen-
tary members was set at 210; 
70 of these individuals were 
directly appointed by al-Gola-
ni. The rest consisted of dele-
gates elected by the appointed 
local committees. The Kurdish, 
Alawite, and Druze areas did 
not participate in the election.

Now, as part of the integrati-
on process, elections have also 
taken place in al-Hasaka and 
Kobanê. The PYD and nume-
rous Kurdish political parties 
boycotted the elections because 
they rejected the Damascus go-
vernment’s approach and pro-
tested the fact that Kurds were 
allocated only four seats in par-
liament. Since Kurds make up 
20 percent of Syria’s populati-
on, they should be represented 
by at least 40 members of parli-
ament. In contrast, the PDK-a-
ligned Kurdish National Coun-
cil (ENKS) agreed to participate 
in the elections and sent two 
members to parliament. The ot-
her two seats went to indepen-
dent candidates.
What remains?
Although some revolutionary 
achievements were effectively 
preserved, it was clear from 
the outset that the agreement 
between the Autonomous Ad-
ministration and HTS repre-
sented a major step backward. 
What was presented as integ-
ration is nothing less than liqu-
idation. Attempts were made 
to present this reality in a to-
ned-down form. But the facts 
are as follows: The SDF battali-



ons were placed under the com-
mand of an HTS division led by 
an HTS commander. All heavy 
and medium weapons were of-
ficially handed over to the cent-
ral army. The YPJ is facing th-
reats of dissolution. Institutions 
and staff of the Autonomous 
Administration were handed 
over to the HTS government. 
Diplomas issued in the territory 
of the Autonomous Administ-
ration are so far not recognized. 
There is no instruction in the 
mother tongue; on the contrary, 
monolingualism is being im-
posed. All economic resources 
have been placed under HTS 
control. The Kurds are granted 
only four seats in parliament. 
Syria defines itself as the “Syri-
an Arab Republic.”
The Autonomous Administra-
tion had hoped that these issu-
es could be resolved through 
diplomatic channels. However, 
declaring diplomatic negotiati-
ons to be the ultimate solution 
and intensifying efforts toward 
integration was a fatal mistake. 
It is clear, of course, that Roja-
va is facing a multi-pronged 
encirclement and genocidal 
attacks, and that this process 
cannot be overcome without re-
sistance, concessions, and com-

promises. Of course, it may be 
necessary to reevaluate one’s 
own positions and reach agre-
ements to secure the remaining 
gains; at times, this may even 
become unavoidable. But the 
only way to protect the remai-
ning achievements is the orga-
nized resistance of the peoples. 
The fact that this resistance is far 
from extinguished is demons-
trated by the current stance of 
Kurdish youth toward the sup-
pression of their language and 
identity. The struggle for the 
Kurdish language makes clear 
how deeply national conscious-
ness is rooted in Rojava. At the 
same time, this consciousness is 
under enormous pressure.
As long as Syria continues to 
define itself exclusively as an 
“Arab Republic” and the Kurds 
are not recognized as an inde-
pendent nation, their collective 
national rights remain funda-
mentally at risk. That is why 
the central political conflict is 
ultimately directed against pre-
cisely this denial of their nati-
onal identity. The protests in 
Qamishli, during which young 
people symbolically crossed 
out the name “Arab Republic of 
Syria,” bring this contradiction 
to a head.



Artists in the Crosshairs of Fascism

History is replete with examples of 
fascists’ ruthless attacks on works of 
art and artists who do not conform 
to their inhuman ideology. Artists, 
authors, poets, and musicians have 
been censored, banned, forced into 
exile, imprisoned, tortured, sent to 
concentration camps, or murde-
red. The Nazis’ book burnings in 
public squares are a striking sym-
bol of this history. The murder of 
musician Víctor Jara by Pinochet’s 
fascist dictatorship in 1973 is ano-
ther example of the importance of 
resistance culture against fascism.
By adopting the tradition of religi-
ously motivated oppression from 
the Ottoman Empire and adapting 
it to its colonial project of a “single 
nation,” the Turkish bourgeois sta-
te developed a boundless hostility 
toward everything it viewed as a 

threat to its existence, including art 
and artists. Following the Armeni-
an Genocide, the surviving intel-
lectuals and artists were forcibly 
assimilated as part of the cultural 
construction of the new republic. 
Armenian artists were forced to 
adopt Turkish names. Plays, mu-
sic, and cultural events were initi-
ally made subject to approval and 
later banned. During the pogrom 
of September 6 and 7, 1955, nume-
rous cultural centers were attacked 
and non-Muslim artists were mur-
dered.
Laws and decrees of the 1920s and 
1930s banned the Kurdish lan-
guage, Kurdish publications, and 
Kurdish music. Performances by 
Kurdish artists were banned, artists 
were arrested, and their works were 
confiscated. Dengbêj, the bearers of 
Kurdish oral literature and music, 
as well as Alevi folk singers, came 
under pressure due to the state’s 
uniform language, religious, and 
cultural policies. During massacres 
in Diyarbakır, Dersim, and Koçgi-
ri, numerous artists were brutally 
murdered.
The persecution of the communist 
poet Nazım Hikmet exemplifies 
the fascist state’s hostility toward 
revolutionary and communist art. 



He was criminalized, imprisoned, 
and ultimately forced into exile, 
which he spent in the Soviet Union. 
The repression could not break his 
influence, which continues to shine 
across generations to this day, but 
it did separate him from his home-
land, for which he longed until the 
very end.
The second half of the 20th cen-
tury, including the military coups 
of 1960, 1971, and 1980, was also 
marked by the fascist state’s attacks 
on progressive and revolutionary 
art and artists. In the Sivas mas-
sacre of 1993, 35 Alevi intellectuals 
and artists, including the musicians 
Hasret Gültekin, Muhlis Akarsu, 
and Nesimi Çimen; the writers and 
poets Asım Bezirci and Metin Al-
tıok; and other artists, were burned 
alive. This was a fascist massacre 
initiated by the state carried out by 
a fascist lynch mob.
The fascist state, which has spent 
the last 50 years preventing any 
connection between the Kurdish 
national liberation struggle and the 
struggles of other oppressed peop-
les, continues its attacks on oppo-
sitional and revolutionary artists 
without restraint, even under the 
fascist chieftaincy regime estab-
lished by the AKP in alliance with 
the MHP. The regime’s political-Is-
lamist character is directed not 

only against artists who stand on 
the side of the oppressed, but also 
against those identified with the 
bourgeois opposition or “Kemalist 
secularism.”
These attacks manifest in concert 
bans, investigations, arrests, cen-
sorship measures, and economic 
repression. Hostility toward works 
of art and artists perceived as a th-
reat to power or the desired way of 
life is legitimized with slogans such 
as “national security,” “the fight 
against terrorism,” “social sensiti-
vity,” or “public order.”
Especially after the Gezi uprising, 
the regime’s cultural and arts po-
licy took on an openly ideological 
character. Antifascist, revolutio-
nary, socialist, and Kurdish artists 
who supported the resistance were 
targeted. Musicians who expressed 
opposition, danced, or even simply 
wore clothing that displeased the 
ruling regime, as well as artists who 
voiced even the slightest criticism 
in their works, found themselves 
in the crosshairs of a fascism that 
controls all state institutions and 
large parts of the media. Meanw-
hile, a separate, state-loyal cultural 
sector is being established, one that 
symbolizes the atrophy of society.
Artists such as Müjdat Gezen and 
Metin Akpınar were targeted for 
their political criticism on televi-



sion programs, and actor Genco 
Erkal for his posts on social me-
dia. Singer Gülşen was attacked at 
a concert because of her clothing; 
comedian Tuba Ulu was persecu-
ted for remarks about Sultan Sü-
leyman; musician Mabel Matiz was 
charged over a song; manager Ayşe 
Barım was imprisoned; and Musta-
fa Keser was banned from perfor-
ming concerts because of a joke. 
The number of victims of smear 
campaigns is almost impossible to 
count.
Although negotiations are current-
ly underway between the Turkish 
state and the PKK to resolve the 
Kurdish question, the Kurdish lan-
guage, culture, and music remain 
under massive pressure. Festivals 
and concerts are banned, institu-
tions are closed, plays are defamed 
as “separatist,” and Kurdish writers, 
directors, and musicians are still 
being imprisoned.
Revolutionary and socialist artists 
and cultural institutions, in par-
ticular, are affected by intensified 
repression, closures, and arrests. 
The concert bans against Grup 
Yorum and the imprisonment of 
its members, including Helin Bö-
lek and İbrahim Gökçek, who fell 
martyr in prison resistance, are 
part of this, as is the arrest of musi-
cians and artists from Grup Vardi-

ya and BEKSAV during a raid last 
February.
Most recently, a Turkish “flag pro-
vocation” during a concert by the 
progressive musician İlkay Akkaya 
on May 6 at the 37th International 
Spring Festival of ODTÜ (Middle 
East Technical University) served 
as the latest example of the pres-
sure on antifascist events and the 
organized  campaigns against revo-
lutionary music and artists. Provo-
cations by supporters of the Zafer 
Party, which met with resistance 
from the students, led to the arrest 
of antifascist students. Assimilati-
on, repression by the judiciary, pri-
sons, or event bans cannot suppress 
the longing for freedom, which is 
reflected in all forms of aesthetic 
expression. Revolutionary and an-
tifascist artists, in particular, do not 
bow to the bans, just as the  slogan 
“REVOLUTION” cannot be erased 
from the ODTÜ campus.



The resistance of the students 
at Istanbul Bilgi University was 
successful. After days of stu-
dent protests, the decision to 
close the university was rever-
sed. According to the Official 
State Gazette, the revocation of 
the operating license was res-
cinded. The decree, signed by 
Erdoğan, was issued on May 
24, 2026.
Istanbul Bilgi University, which 
does not align with the regime’s 
line, had been officially closed 
by an Erdoğan decree publis-
hed in the Official State Gazette 
on May 22, 2026. The complete 
revocation of its operating li-
cense had sparked major pro-
tests both in academic circles 
and among students. The uni-
versity administration had alre-

ady been placed under trustees-
hip in the preceding months.
In September 2025, the Küçük-
çekmece Public Prosecutor’s Of-
fice launched an investigation 
into Can Holding. The group’s 
executives were accused of for-
ming a criminal organization 
for the purpose of money laun-
dering and of committing tax 
evasion. The state-run Trust 
Fund Administration (TMSF) 
was appointed as receiver 
for 121 companies within the 
group. One of these companies 
was Doğa Bilgi Okulları İşlet-
meciliği, which operates Istan-
bul Bilgi University.
It had previously been announ-
ced that the students would be 
able to continue their studies at 
the state-run partner university, 
Mimar Sinan University of Fine 
Arts.
The example of the resistance 
at Bilgi University, in which 
antifascist and socialist student 
organizations joined, illustrates 
once again: Only resistance can 
stop fascism, which ruthlessly 
enforces its policy of neutrali-
zation at all levels.

The example of Bilgi University shows: 
Only resistance can push back against fascism


